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UFOs, 'in raid on 
Soviets ace centre' 

A · concerted 
"sabotage" effort 
was made by alien 
spacecraft to shut 
down the giant 
B a ikon u r cos m o­
drome, Russia's an­
swer to America's 
Cape Canaveral, 
during the first two 
weeks of l~st June, 
accordingto reliabre 
Soviet scientists 
interviewed in Mos-
cow. ,~'fL I 

During an anxiety 
and tension-filled I o 
days not a single Soviet 
spacecraft was launched 
from the usually bus­
t 1 in g Soviet multiple 
launch quadrangle as 
work crews repaired the 
dama~e which was dis­
covered just in time to 
prevent a major disas­
ter. · 

Scheduled launches of 
spac ecraft including an 
important test night of a new 
space vehicle were diverted to 
1 wo other cosmodromes, the 
Kapustin Yar space centre, 
about I ,600 km to the west, 
and Plesetsk. some 2,400 km 
to the north. 

One of the scientists said: 
"Whatever you like to call 
the uninvited visitors from the 
skies- UFO~ or alien space· 
ships- two of them, flew in 
from a northerly direction at 
around 2 am on June I. 

"One apparently concen­
trated on Baikonur's major 
la unch sites, the other on the 
two sites housing Baikonur 
personnel '32 km to the south. 

"They were flying side-by­
side. Witnesses described 
th~m as oranae-coloured and 
having jelly·f~h-likc shapes. 

' "One headed south to the 
cit.y. The other remained over 
th e spaceporL lt hung mo­
tionless right over the huge 
towers of La..unch Pad No I, 
the key installation. ' Then, 
suddenly, a silver-coloured 
shower, almost I i ke rain, 
came down from the hovering 
craft. The ahower seemed to 
envelope the target below. 

"The attack lasted I 4 sec­
onds. Then the silver rain 
itopped and the craft began 
to move again . lt made a 
giant circle over the outside 
perimeter of _the spaceport, 
then flew on. Not more than 
hal f a minute had passed bet· 
wen its arrival and departure. 
lt moved noiselessly." · 

During the raid, bolts and 
rivets ·were apparently sucked 
from the support towers of 
the main installation. 

The other UFO's attack 
had the effect of smashing 
windows a long the upper 
floors of the town's buildings. 

Some 30 seconds later the 
two U FOs rejoined each 
other near the spaceport, then 
headed back north. Within 
seconds, they disappeared 
from sight. 

The scientists reported 
that witnesses found it impos­
sible to judge the size of the 
craft as they were apparently 
flying very high . 

"Incredible as it may 
sound," one scientist said, 
"the elaborate defences of 
Baikonour were taken corn. 
pletely by surprise. There was 
a lot of commotion the follow ­
ing day when the damage to 
Launch Pad No I was discov­
ered. 
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''A single launch of a 
smaller Cosmos satellite from 
an isolated pad some 64 km 
from the main insallation was 
allowed to proceed on sched­
ule, but two dozen launch 
sites were shut off and put 
under heavr. guard.. Within 
24 hours Batkonur was totally 
paralysed . 

"Nothing like this has ever 
happened before to our space­
port since 1955." 

That was when the site in 
the Kazakhstan steppe was 
chosen for a space centre. The 
land was flat and empty of 
people for hundreds of miles; 
the sky was always clear. The 
remote area was considered 
the safest in the ~oviet Union. 

When it was decided to 
shift the site of the test 
launch it entailed a feat of 
improvised logistics involving 
the use of giant military heli­
copters, the scientist said. 

The vehicle was disman· 
tied and rushed to Kapustin 
Yar, 96 km east of Yolgagrad 
in the Astrakhan steppe. 

As the substitute site was 
situated on approximately the 
same latitude as Baikonur-
48 degrees north - it meant 
the spacecraft would go into 
the same orbit as if it had 
been launched from the origi­
nal site . 

Crash crews working 
around the clock completed 
the installation as zero hour 
struck and the space capsule 
took off on June 4 to perform 
its mission as planned. 

Baikonur heaved a sigh of 
relief, the scientist said, while 
continuing to clear up the 
mess around the main launch 
pad and checking every bolt 
and rivet on each of the 24 
other sites. 

"lt was more luck than 
foresight," he said, recalling 
that Kapustin Yar, the Soviet 
Union's first cosmodrome. 
had been placed in mothballs , 
soon after Baikonur came 
into existence. 

It was from Baikonur t. a< 
on October 4, 1957, the Sovi­
ets ushered in the space age 
by shooting off its 215-lb 
Sputnik satellite . 

Baikonur was considered 
secure, tucked away between 
the Aral Sea and the Ural 
~fountains; Kapustin Y a r 
v.as much too vulnerable to 
LiS aerial surveillance, radar 
a'ld bombers . But ret:ently 
the old cosmodrome under­
went a total moderni~ation 
and new launch pads were 
i stalled to tnclude one capa­
ble. of hundling rayloads as 
heavy as most o those shut 
in to space orbit from 13aiko­
r.ur . 

"Should there be nore 
qbotagc a t B;likunur.'' ~ aid a 
S•mrce, "wc"ll have to fall 
l'ack on Kapu~tin Ya 1 for 
help unles~ we agree to cur­
tail our spat:e programme; 
v. hich we have no intenti;)n of 
d:.>ing." 

In fact, when on June I!<, 
Eaikonur resumed operations 
it wao; to conduct a comp •icat­
t:d "defence manoeuvre, ' ' ac­
c0rding to US intelligence. 
Buth Pleset'\k and Kapust in 
Yar participated . 

"On that day," said a LJS 
military source, "in a 1 ajar 
Soviet missile programme, six 
t.1 eight launchings from all 
three space centres were 
carried out within Sl"vcral 
hours. 

From HENRY 
GRIS 

in Moscow 

"lt was a mJjor military 
exercise involving rocket 
l~: unchings and re-entries, a 
r.1 os t impressivt: m i 1 i 1 a r y 
s,,ace action ." 

A challenge to those un­
v~antcd space visitors? 
Whatever it was. from June 2 
t0 June 18 the rest of the 
Baikonur space traffic was 
e.1 rried by Plesetsk in north­
o:rn Russia . 

Plesetsk is 1 he Soviets' 
ntos t modern cosmodrome 
a.1d its space shots are mainly 
ot a military nature . It was 
rr.cently extended to include 
1;!multaneous launches n a 
wide range of inclined orbits. 

Ideally situated in the low­
lands of the frozen north for 
spy overnights of most inhab­
ited parts of Earth. it was 
built behind an ovcrpow ~.: ring 
wall ofsecrCC) and c;ccurity. 

Thus. while Bitikonur is 
both un.Jffrciallv and official ­
ly a Soviet cosn1odrome, Ple­
sctsk has never been identi· 
fit:d as a spaceport . 

While Baikonur has been 
merely "misplaced" on the 
rr.aP.s of •the Soviet Union. 
ddtberately identified with .1 

srnall mining settlement m­
stead of the town of T)'ura ­
tc;m. 304 km to the south 

, ,, 
One of Russia's Soyuz rockets being prepared for launch at the co~morlromc. 

whore 'it is actuaily locate'd, 
Plesetsk, officially, is simply 
Plesetsk. 

It is just a small town on 
the railway line from Moscow 
to Archangel, 416 km below 
the Arctic Circle, one is told . 
1t has no significance whatso­
ever. 

The Plesetsk cosmodrome, 
a quadrangle 48 x 64 km 
dotted with sophisticated in­
stallations, to all intents and 
purposes, does not exist. To 
be sure, the Russian people 
have been denied all knowl­
edge about it. 

The only ones who have 
suspected that "something" is 
going on up there,'' to quote 
them . arc the Russian civilian 
UFO spotters who have long 

· pinpointed 1 he area of Ple­
setsk as having had more 
UFO overnighls than any 
other rural area in European 
Russia. 

''They keep nying in and 
out of this region like bees 
around a bel·hivc," said one 
Russian ufologi~t. 

Told that Plcsetsk har­
bours a giant, if secret cosmo­
dromc, long photographed by 
US satellites, he nodded : 
"Makes sense!" 

It was this Plesetsk, then, 
that found itself working 
overtime to fill in for the 
sabotaged Ka7akhstan 
cosmodrome while carrying 
out its own ext ensive space 
programme. 

The sabotage of Baikonur 
coincided with its main 
launch site, used to lift I I 
manned space vehicles, get­
ting ready to shoot off the 
new Soyuz T spacecraft. 

This latest Soviet manned 
transport vehicle carries a 
crew of three and is consider­
ed the newest, extremely effi­
cient. workhorse of the Soviet 
space programme. 

','Nobody was talking," 
said Doctor of Geology Alex ­
ei Zolotov, a prominent and 
highly respected Soviet scien­
tist and explorer, who hap­
pened to be in the area the 
day the UFO attack hap­
pened . 
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"Apparentl y something 
was very wrong as there was 
feverish activity all over the 
place. ~lso, during the ni~ht 
searchltghts kept scanmng · 
the sJclles ." 

Dr Zolotov stayed at the 
Hotel Cosmonaut in the town 
where everybody works for at 
the spaceport. 

Sa id to hou~e some 60,000 
people. the town came into 
being at the same time as the 
cosmodrome and is still grow· 
ing. 

In addition to rows of neat 
six-storey apartment houses, 
the deliberately nameless new 
town reatures space research 
installations, space train ing 
facilitic, . laburatories , a 
hospital, :-.port:. arena and 
other spor t s facilities, a 
theatre, cinemas, rest aurants, 
a television centre , and a 
cosmonaut club, a 11 built 
within the last few years. 
Everything but a church. 

The town is situated on a 
railway line and major high­
way and. is cqnnected to the 
cosmodronie by several small­
er roads . · 

The actual spaceport, the 
IHgesl ~uch in~taliation in the 
WOI 1d, is c·r iss-:rOSS<:d by spe­
cial concrete roads capable of 
carrying ext reme weights 
during winter , and summer. 
railway tracks and sect.rity 
trenches . lt is. oottc'.~ .. ~h 
numerous outs1de hang~us, 
immense rocket assembly in­
stallations. fuel sto rage facili ­
ties and sophi~ticated test fa­
cilities. 

The whole area is protect­
ed by three conccntnc rings 
of military outposts . lt is 
completel;. isolated from the 
re~t oft he wor ld. 

"Not that this stuppcu th..: 
lJ I 'Os ." Dr Zulntov said. 
"The city \aS hclples'i 

against the intruders, and w~s 
vandalised on the night of 
June l. ' 

"No one was killed even 
though people were injured 
by flying glass caused by un­
known 'snipers' apparently 
shooting holes into windows. 
Having been to Petrozavodsk 
and most recently to Lenin­
grad, I recognised the neat 
round holes. Similar sniping 
there has been attributed to 
overnying spacecraft." 

In the morning Dr Zolotov 
was told that the people he 
had come· to see were not 
available, and he was advised 
to leave the space city as soon 
as possible. 

He was only too happy to 
get out, he recalled. It ap­
peared that Dr Zolotov knew 
more but preferred to keep 
.his mouth shut. 

But unother Russian 
scientist elaborated on what 
happened to Baikonur on that 
night on condition that his 
name be withheld : 
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"People still up at 2 am 
when it happened saw holes 
rnysterious)y appearing in 
their apartment windows, and 
pieces of glass falling to the 
noor. But they never saw 
where the shots came from or 
who did the shooting. lt all 
happened in total, oppressive 
silence. The ~indow panes 
with the holes in them were 
immediately replaced on 
orders of the town adminis­
tration. 

"All I know about the 
events at the spaceport itself 
is that it was the other object 
that overtlew it and shot bolts 
and rivets out of the launch 
pad support structures. Again 
there were no casualties. 

"The launch site which 
was damaged was No. I, built 
to hold the heaviest space 
equipment. 

"Durin~ the night, guards 
on the sue heard strange 
creaking sounds. At daybreak 
w hi I e inspecting the steel 
sructures they noticed rays of 
light shining through the steel 
beams . As they closed in they 
found the holes and realised 
that these were bore holes for 
bolts and rivets. The bolts 
themselves were gone. 

"In all. workmen discover­
ed hundreds of holes - ac­
cording to one version several 
thousand - in the steel 
beams that make up the intri· 
cate structures, in the upright ' 
towers and the leaning 
support-and-feed masts . 

"The missing bolts were 
la ter found below, lying on 
the concrete noorin~ inter­
mingled with the1r nuts 
w h i c h , too. had bee n re­
moved. Neither bolts nor nuts 
had been damaged . 

"The men also discovered 
that some of weld seams had 
been tampered with and that 
some of the sections had in­
deed become separated. Obvi ­
ously. no human hands could 
have brought this 
about . .. especially, · in so 
short a time. 

"One must rule out any 
theory that saboteurs infil· 
trated the intricate tower sys· 
tem and carried out their 
work hanging Trom beams 
five storeys above ground. 11 
would have taken them days . 
There simply was no other 
explanation but one - and 
this was an eerie one to say 
the least. 

"On the other hand, the 
damage was far from cat.as­
lrophic." the scientist said. 

"In fact it was well within 
ordinary maintenance re­
pairs . The bolts cuuld be put 
back in place. and the un· 
welded beamncweldcd. 

"The act of sa botagc a p­
pcared almost as though 
whoever did it wanted us to 
notic..:e in time to carry out 
repair-; bdvrc drastic conse­
quem:e-;~..:t in." 

Twenty-four days later. h..: 
-,.:1id. the Soyu1 T c..:arr ·ing 

carrying . a l"(l 
launch pad at Baikonur: ·: . ~ "" 
three spacemen incl~ch~j'~~-
French astronaut · .JC:Il.n .. J.:..CIUD ll..,.v,...z;,·rrr.-
Chretien. w a 
blast off~, , . 

fts oojectlt!-. ·~.-r;;:~ ·•·~""~l...J;.t; 

with the orbitina space 
Salyut 7 with t w.o Soviet .\ .ZI\IIUli\allh\·~~· .. p~ 
cosmonauts aboard. ·c:"'l l.~~~J}~~~-~~ • Things were back , to oor~ , ... ·''A 
mal a full nine day1 .bef.QrC'. · .~ndc 
the important la,unc;h Q na .i . .-la.· 
nothing further upset it. T,he. ·. ·.wee DQt 
sabotage remained a hl.ell- . . U.P from the , fklltGiiihlt'tXifm~;J 
kept secret u n t i I recently' • drome ~hU~ 
when a cosmonaut mentioned protect 'i~~re 
it in passing at a meeting with ed.'' He \refused . 
scientists in Moscow. on the significa or: the ·; 

A c I u a 11 y, the scientist triple military operation o( . 
said, a check on all other June 18, clatming he k!lew . 
launch sites determined that nothing about it. 
no other structures had been The fact that Baikonur 
sabotaged. came to a mysterious stand· 
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The one affected, on the 
other hand. was a key launch 
pad surrounded with a verita­
b 1 e forest of steel beams. · 
cable supports and anchors . 
·.. lt~ mainstay. an elaborate 
{.tiacir~pl~ tower opening like 
a giant steel tulip, embraces 
the vertical rocketship sus~ 
pended over a steel pod sunk 
deep into its concrete noor­
ing. 

"Unlike the American 
support towers,'' he sa id, 
"ours swing from ground­
level hinges, their tops sailing 
a. way in arcs uf over 70 
metres to let the space vehicle 
and its cluster of boosters 
pass through unhampered at 
lift -off." . 

lt was these tower!> that 
had been precariously weak· 
cncd by the r..:m"l\.11 o( cun-

still last June has since been 
confirmed by the American 
National Aeronautics and 
Space Administration. 

Soviet space expert and 
noted astrophysicist Vladimir 
Azhazha, reached by phone 
in Moscow, said : "I have no 
reason to doubt that extra-· 
terrestrials must be well 
aware of our increased space 
activity. For all I know they 
·are better informed about its 
objectives than the average 
man in the street. 

''I have always contended. 
that superior civilisations are 
more concerned with peace 
and harmony than we arc. 
Those 'star wars' that fiction 
writers dream up, are, in my 
view, sheer nonsense. 

"Beings more advanced 
than we an: will keep us in 
check somehow - even if it 
hurts us on occasions . 
"At least. I hope so." 

• -·Camera Press 


